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HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2022
The Village of the Year (VOY) is a well-established competition supporting, encouraging, and celebrating our rural communities. It should not be confused with the Council of the Year competition that the Association also runs; VOY is concerned with recognising and rewarding what’s happening within an actual/defined area from a community-based perspective whereas Council of the Year celebrates specific achievements of local councils.
Criteria for entering the Village of the Year competition
Village communities are self-defining - if the community considers it lives in a village, it is eligible to enter the competition.
Entries can be submitted by any community body, which of course includes local councils.
Entries must be on the official entry form and submitted each year by the specified closing date.  Entries can be supported by supplementary paperwork/information should the entrants so wish.
In addition to an overall winner each year, there are also several categories in the competition.  When entering, a category or categories can be specified or an entry can just be for the overall VOY category.  All entries, however, will be considered for the VOY title, so entrants may wish to specify a category or categories when entering.

The Association reserves the right to amend the categories each year, but as a guideline the following are typically sought:

· Best Community Initiative

· Best Community Event

· Best Youth Facility

· Best Community Leader

· Best Open Space

· Best Community Pub

· Inspirational Individual

· Inspiring Places

· Best Small Village

· Excellence in Localism Awards

Association representatives will visit the locality of entries over the summer months / after the competition has closed. The date and time for the visit will be arranged in conjunction with the entrants.  Each visit gives entrants the opportunity to show the Association representatives around the village and/or to give further information on their submission.
All entrants will be invited to a presentation evening on 29th September 2022.  This will be hosted by the previous winner.  Some entrants will be invited to give a presentation on their entry as examples of best practice.

(Entry form available on next page)
ENTRY FORM 
HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT

 VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2022
Please ensure you include this form with your entry
	Name of Nominated Village
	

	Nominated by
	

	Address
	

	Email Address
	

	Telephone 
	

	Category of Entry 
	

	Additional Information to support your submission
(continue on another sheet if required) 
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